Lack of effect of endogenous corticosteroids on the acute inflammatory reaction (edema) induced by Bothrops jararaca venom (BjV) in rats.
Intraplantar injection of 5 or 10 micrograms of BjV caused local edema in rats that was not affected by ablation of adrenal glands. In addition, no changes in plasma corticosterone levels were observed. Simultaneous injections of the venom into both hindpaws of normal animals, or injections made at varying intervals, resulted in local inflammatory reactions of comparable time-course development and analogous magnitude. These data might be related to an inability of the venom to evoke secretion of corticosteroids.